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 Our family has belonged  to 
the Historical Society for quite awhile, 
but it is only recently that Martha and I 
have become actively involved.  
Because we are new, we do not have 
much knowledge of the nearly forty 
year history of the Society.  I am 
somewhat embarrassed by how little I 
know of the long-time members who 
have formed, fostered and served this 
organization for so long. 
 When I browse through the 
old membership directories, I 
recognize so many names that appear 
year after year,  and decade after 
decade, often as officers, trustees, and 
committee members.  They are the 
names of the dedicated, talented 
people who have built the legacy that 
we have today. That legacy is clear to 
me when I look into the densely 
packed filing cabinet in the museum 
vault, review the long list of oral 
histories, and peruse the displays and 
art work throughout the museum.  We 
have not had the pleasure of long 
relationships with the people who 
created the museum and its archives, 
but we now have a treasured 
relationship with the legacy. 
 At the end of last year, when 
Don Engesser retired as a trustee, we 
did not thank him here.  We should 
have and we are correcting that now.  
Don has been one of those legacy 

builders through years as a trustee and 
an officer, including many years as 
president,  and as a long time member 
of the Monday morning research team.  
Because of his many volunteer hours, 
Don has provided the Society with 
significant donations from his old 
employer, Exxon.  For all of this, Don, 
thank you.   
 After many, many years as a 
member of our excellent Programs 
Committee, Nancy Vroom Johnson, 
has retired from that position.  This 
committee has arranged year after year 
of wonderful programs.   People from 
other historical societies and service 
organizations are invariably astonished 
by the quantity of fine programs our 
Historical Society has each year.  
Nancy has been an essential part of 
this.  Nancy, thank you. 
 As many of you know, Fran 
Boyer died in September.  She and 
George had recently relocated to 
Jamestown, Rhodes Island.  Both Fran 
and George contributed so much to the 
Society, arranging the annual dinner, 
working in the museum, and working 
on the archives on Monday mornings.  
Before heading off for RI, they made a 
significant donation to our new 
technology.  And for all that, we thank 
them.  Our hearts go out to George, 
their sons, and their grandchildren. 
 Last week the Museum was 
honored to be included on the 
Chatham Middle School PTO House 
Tour.  In the days running up to the 
event, several of us spent quite a while 
dressing up the downstairs, and giving 
everything upstairs and down a serious 
dusting.  In the process, I saw 
numerous things in the museum that I 
hadn't really paid attention to before, 
turning drudgery into discovery.  
During the tour, it was such a pleasure 
to point out or explain various artifacts 
or pictures to the people passing 

through.  So many of the visitors said 
they had never come to the museum 
before and were really taken in by it.  
It was so much fun to share the legacy 
and to see it embraced. 
 A legacy is not a static thing, 
especially when it's subject is history.  
Every decade that passes adds to the 
legacy, making it denser and richer.   
Every decade, we see the past a little 
differently, our filters changing with 
experience.  We not only see the past, 
we see our own past becoming part of 
it.  Most of us don't consciously set out 
to create a legacy, we simply live our 
lives.  But by being part of this 
endeavor, the saving and sharing of 
history, we contribute to the ever 
evolving legacy. 
  

We wish you all a  
happy holiday season and a good 

and prosperous New Year. 
 
 Pat and Martha Wells 
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 PROGRAMS – Dec 2013 and 2014  

� 
Sunday – December 1, 2013 2 PM 

Holiday Party 

 Come and join us to celebrate the season at our 
annual Holiday Party. Please bring an appetizer or 
dessert to share. Interesting libations will be provided. 

Location: Red Brick Schoolhouse 
• Members & Their Guests • 

 

 

� 
Sunday – February 9, 2014 2 PM 
Land Use in the Great Swamp Over Time   
Presenter:  Chuck Whitmore 
 The Great Swamp in Morris and Somerset 
counties is a special place to many people.  More than 
that, it has been a habitation for humans for thousands of 
years and the land has been used for many purposes. 
Chuck Whitmore has looked at a variety of land uses and 
will describe his impressions of this part of Great 
Swamp history. 

Location: Red Brick Schoolhouse 
• All Welcome • 

 

 

� 
Sunday – March 2, 2014 2 PM 
Program:  George Washington’s Mount Vernon 
 Joint Meeting with Chatham Historical Society. 
More information to follow. 

Location:  Presbyterian Church of Chatham Township 
240 Southern Boulevard 

• All Welcome • 
 

 

� 
Sunday – April 13, 2014 2 PM 
Program:  Elias Boudinot and Lord Sterling 
Presenter:  Jessie Cochran 
 Two East New Jersey Proprietors who were 
friends and leaders in the American Revolution. 

Location: Red Brick Schoolhouse 
• All Welcome • 

 

 
 

� 
Sunday – May 4, 2013 2 PM 
Memories of Green Village & Chatham Township 

Description forthcoming. 

Location: Green Village Firehouse 
• All Welcome • 

 

 

� 
Sunday – June 15, 2014 5 PM 

Picnic 

Location: Red Brick Schoolhouse 
• Members & Their Guests • 

 

 

� 
Sunday – September 14, 2014 2 PM 

To Be Announced 
 

 

� 
October Date TBD 5 PM 

Annual Dinner 

Location: To Be Announced 
• Members & Their Guests •%

 

 

� 
Sunday – November 9, 2014 2 PM 
Civil War Program 
Presenter:  William Styple  

Description forthcoming. 
Location: Red Brick Schoolhouse 

• All Welcome • 
 

 

� 
Sunday – December 7, 2014 2 PM 

Holiday Party 

 Come and join us to celebrate the season at our 
annual Holiday Party. Please bring an appetizer or 
dessert to share. Interesting libations will be provided. 

Location: Red Brick Schoolhouse 
• Members & Their Guests • 

 

%

You can find updated program information in our next newsletter & on our website. 
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Have You Noticed? 

We have new landscape plantings at the Red 
Brick Schoolhouse.  Thanks to the expertise of 
The Town and Country Garden Club of the 
Chathams, Marta McDowell, and Tom and 
Debbie Bucuk of Green Path Land Care, our 
wonderful building is being sent back in time.  
It is beginning to look the way it did when the 
school bell called students to the top of Snake 
Hill starting in 1860 to what was then known as 
the Mount Vernon School. There is a picture of 
the building from 1928, in the slide show on 
our website’s home page. Join us in watching 
the transformation! 

 

Welcome To New Members! 
 

! Faye Molesphini 
! Roz and Arnold Mytelka  
! Fran Pollard 

 
Welcome To Our New Officers 

and Trustees! 
 

Elected at the annual meeting last October,  
• Debbie Bucuk will begin a three-year term as a 

trustee. 
• Linda Pitney and Caroline Knott have 

switched positions on the Board.  Linda was 
elected as secretary for 2014.  Caroline will 
complete the remaining two years of Linda’s 
trustee term. 

• Ken Hetrick was re-elected to serve another 
term as treasurer. 

• Don Davidson & Sarah Stanley (serve jointly) 
were re-elected to a three-year trustee position. 

 

4(#%5(6#%738(#9"$0(3:%%I5$!CDKT!+$+@$)%50?!@**;!A077!@$!10%3)0@,3$1!&3!35$!U$@),&)8!+$$302'!O*)!+&07$1!3*!8*,!
0(!8*,!:&22*3!&33$21PM!!V2!*)1$)!(*)!*,)!@**;!3*!@$!&::,)&3$>!;+*"/*!&(9;+*$*!35$!02(*)+&30*2!)$W,$%3$1!*2!35$!
$2:7*%$1!+$+@$)%50?X1,$%!(*)+M!!Y!"21!I5&2;!Z*,![!
%

 " 



-1$/1$2'(+3.0145'640/+74%$*'8+%4"/&' ' 9404/':0';/<''333=%1$/1$2/+3.0145140/+74%$*0+%4"/&=+7#'

 

I'

 
L-R: Bailey Brower, Chatham Township Committeeman; Nicole O'Connell, 
home owner; Caroline Knott, Secretary; Patricia Wells, Co-President; and 
Kenneth Hetrick, Treasurer. 

The Cockrem Farm Historic Marker Installed 
John Crockrem, a farmer and weaver, owned this farm.  
His son, Philip, was the second of three family 
generations to occupy the house.  Philip was the second 
postmaster of Green Village 1863-1869.  He was a 
wagon maker, farmer and major contributor to the 
building of the Green Village Methodist Church.  From 
1956 to 2000, the home was occupied by Helen and 
Arthur Fenske.  Helen was instrumental in the fight to 
defeat the Great Swamp Jet Port. 

Location:  486 Green Village Road, Green Village
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Chatham Township Historical Society Annual Dues & Membership Form 
Due before January 15. 

• Please detach and complete this form & mail it with your check in the enclosed envelope. 

Make checks payable to Chatham Township Historical Society and mail it to:   
Chatham Township Historical Society, PO Box 262, Chatham, NJ 07928 

Please Check:   ! $15: Individual  |  ! $20: Family  |  ! $2: Student  |  ! $___________ Additional Donation 

Please Circle:     Mr. & Mrs.   |   Mr.   |   Mrs.   |   Ms.   |   Miss 

Name(s):  _________________________________________________________________________________________  

Address:   _________________________________________________________________________________________  

Phone: _________________________________________  Email: ___________________________________________  

Please Check  –  Tell us how you prefer to receive meeting reminders:      ! Email            ! Telephone   
 

We hope members will consider adding a tax deductible donation to the Historical Society to help continue funding the historic 
marker project.  If you decide to make a contribution to this, please indicate the amount on this form. 

–The Historical Society of Chatham Township is a 501(c)(3) organization. 
Thank You For Your Support – We Look Forward To Seeing You Throughout The New Year! 

" 
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–  Holiday Gift Ideas  – 
 

• Membership to the Chatham Township Historical 
Society would make a nice gift for a neighbor or 
friend. 

• Books & specialty items are available for sale at the 
Historical Society, at the Library of the Chatham’s, 
and on our website. 

• Let us share an excerpt from Ruth Pierson 
Churchill’s charming book about an earlier Chatham, 
Memories Entwined with Roses: 

     “When the man from the water company 
comes to read my meter, I realize how far we 
have come since the day Grandfather Noe 
hired a dowser to find underground water. 
     “Dowsing is an ancient art where men used 
a traditional Y-rod to locate springs. 
Remember, there was no way to transport 
water in those days, and one had to rely on a 
good supply of natural water to fill up the wells! 
    “Grandfather wanted to build his house up 
the hill, which was all open countryside. There 
were no water mains and no electric lines at 
that time. Mother told us that he hired a dowser 

to walk around the area with him to try to 
discover an underground vein of water. The 
story goes that at one point his Y-rod, which 
was made of witchhazel wood and which he 
held in front of him parallel to the ground, 
began to quiver and point down. Then and 
there Grandfather decided to locate his new 
home. Sure enough, an underground spring of 
fresh water was discovered at the very place 
the dowser had indicated.” 

 
• Memories Entwined with Roses  

by Ruth Pierson Churchill ........ $20 
• Chatham Township 

by John T. Cunningham ............ $25 
• Historical Society Tote Bag ...... $15 
• Collage Map of Chatham:  

1845/ 1867/ 1978 ...................... $15 
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Thank You For Your Support!  
We Look Forward To Seeing You Throughout The New Year! 


